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| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

MONA, 17, sits at the head of a conference table full of
students and runs a hand t hrough her black hair. She stares
at a fixed point on the table, not paying attention to her
surroundi ngs, as the people around her seemfrozen. No one
noves a nuscle and a heavy silence enconpasses the room Mona

doesn't notice, her eyes still fixed on the table as she
seens to be preoccupied by sonmething. It's not until Mona
feels a chill and she blinks that the room suddenly cones

back to life. A voice cuts through the noise.

CORY
Mona?

Mona snaps up and | ooks at CORY, 18, and the two | ock eyes
bef ore Mona conposes hersel f.

MONA
Yes, yes sorry. Uh...thank you all for
com ng today and hel ping with planning
for our cultural celebration. "Il

send out an enmail later with nore
i nformati on but otherw se, neeting
adj our ned.

Everyone slowy trickles out until only Mona and Cory are
left in the room Mna sighs and | ays her head on the table
and Cory stands up from her chair.

CORY
Let nme guess, you have no idea what
anyone said during that whol e neeting?

MONA
That's not true...Mark nmentioned
sonet hi ng about a Google formfor sign
ups right?

Cory chuckl es as she puts her laptop in her backpack.

CORY
Good job, but that was the beginning
of the nmeeting. What is going on with
you?

Mona sits up and grabs a paper out of her bag and slides it
to Cory. Cory catches it and sees it's a math test wwth a 84
in the corner.



CORY
Oh. . . fuck.

MONA
Yeah, |' m dead.

CORY

Wel | maybe your nmom wi || understand,
mean math isn't exactly your strong
suit and this grade isn't that bad.

Mona shakes her head and starts to fidget with the silver
cross neckl ace she's wearing.

MONA
You know she won't. |-

A buzzing noise is heard and Mona groans as she checks her
phone.

MONA
Speak of the devil herself.

A text can be seen on Mna's | avender phone from her nother
ALl CE

ALl CE (TEXT)
W need to tal k when you get hone
t oni ght .

Mona's face falls.

CORY
Oh that can't be good.
(beat)
So, what're you gonna do-

A | ook of confusion flashes across Cory's face as she pulls
her own phone out of her pocket and smiles a little.

MONA
Who is it?

Cory shakes her head and after typing out a quick response,
puts her phone away.

CORY
No one, but |'ve gotta go. We still on
for tonight?

Mona nods and Cory hurries out the door. Mona's face starts



to flush as she watches the door close and she turns back to
the test on the table. She feels her throat begin to close as
a tear drops down her face but she quickly wi pes it away and
conposes hersel f.

MONA
(whi spers softly) Nope, not in public.

Mona picks up the test and shoves it into her backpack before
| eavi ng hersel f.

| NT. COVMON SPACE

Several hours have passed and Mbna sits on a couch in the
common area of the school to start typing out an email for
t he student council when a hand touches her back. She junps
and sees it is SHANE, (18), smling down at her.

SHANE
One of these days |'m gonna see you
not working for once in your life.

Mona rolls her eyes as Shane sits at a chair across from her.

MONA
What do you want? |'m busy.

SHANE
You al ways are, what're you doing this
time? C asses? Student council ? NHS?
One of the other hundred things you
do?

MONA
Just an email for student council and
t hen sonme honmewor k.
(beat)
You never usually ask this many
guestions about what |'m doi ng.

Shane shrugs and puts his feet up on the table.

SHANE
It was literally one question and what
| can't care about what you're doing?
| can't be curious?

Mona cl oses her laptop and squints her eyes as if to inspect
Shane.



SHANE ( CONT. )
VWhat ?

MONA
You want sonething don't you?

Shane scoffs and just before he can respond Cory cones by and
sits besi de Shane.

CORY
Hey you two what's goi ng on?

Mona opens her | aptop again in attenpts to hide the | ook of
m | d disgust on her face and Shane puts his arm around Cory.

SHANE
Not hing, | just asked Mbna what she
was wor ki ng on and she got all weird
about it.

MONA

Like | said you usually care to even
ask so you nust want sonethi ng because
you don't even-

Shane rolls his eyes and Cory sighs.

CORY
Look it doesn't matter so let it go.

Mona peers over the top of her |aptop and Shane grunbl es.

SHANE
Sorry, I'lIl leave it al one.

Cory stands up and reaches out her hand to Shane. He grabs it
and stands as well but reaches over and brushes her hair out
of her face. The two share a brief glance before Cory turns
back to Mna.

CORY
We're going to go hang out for a
little while, I'll see you | ater okay?
MONA

Yeah for sure, have fun.
Shane and Cory wal k away.

SHANE
(whi spers) Wiy doesn't she |ike nme?



Cory shrugs and grabs Shane's hand.

CORY
| don't know. Look | |ove Mona but
she's not dating you. I am So her
opi nion doesn't really matter you

know?

Shane sighs and pulls his hand away and puts both in his
pockets.

SHANE
Yeah | know but she obviously neans a
ot to you and | just-

Cory stops and turns to Shane.

CORY
Stop worrying, nothing is going to
happen okay? Mona is her own puzzle
but like | said she's not your
girlfriend. I am And | |ove you.

Shane gives a small smle and kisses Cory.

SHANE
| love you too.

CORY
Now come on, |'msure your parents are
wai ting for us.

EXT. MONA'S HOUSE - DAY

Mona's driving to her house listening to Broken C ocks by
SZA. As she's driving she sings along until she pulls into
the driveway of a suburban house.

She gets out of her car and finds Alice standing outside of
their door. Her dress and curled hair whip in the wnd but
Mona can still see Alice's face and her heart drops as she
sees the | ook of anger on her face.

ALl CE
(yelling) An 847!

MONA
(whi spers to herself) Here we go.



Alice conmes over to the car and Mona instinctively back
pedal s, hitting the door.

ALl CE
You can't afford 84's Mona you know
this. What the hell happened?!

MONA
|"msorry | just...math has al ways
been hard.

ALl CE
| don't care and neither w || Duke.
God do you even care about college?

MONA
Mom you know | do | just-

ALl CE
| don't want to hear it. Go upstairs
and figure out howto fix this. I'm

emai | i ng your teacher too because
you're clearly distracted.

MONA
Mom |' m not -

Alice starts to wal k away and Mona starts breathing fast.
Tears stream down her face as she starts to choke up. Alice
qui ckly whi ps around and grabs Mona's wist.

ALl CE
Stop crying, sonmeone m ght see us. Now
get inside.

I NT. KITCHEN - LATE AFTERNOON

Alice cones inside as Mona can be heard going upstairs. Alice
sighs as she grabs a wi ne glass and pulls out her own phone
and starts calling her nother, RUTH

ALl CE
Hey mana.

RUTH
Hey honey, what's going on?

Alice sighs as she pours herself a |arge gl ass of w ne.

ALl CE
Just had to talk to Mona, she got an



84 on a math test.

RUTH
And that required a tal k?
ALl CE
Well colleges aren't going to |ike
that. | just know she can do better.
RUTH

| just know how y'all's "tal ks" go.

ALl CE
It wasn't that bad, she didn't take it
wel | though. She started crying and |
can't handle that. | can't...|l can't
| et her throw herself away nmana.

Alice takes her first sip of her w ne.

RUTH
Are you drinking right now?!

ALl CE
It's just one glass- that's not the
point. | called because |I was hoping
you could maybe talk to her? She won't
listen to me.

RUTH
Alice you yell at her constantly-
ALI CE
(yel 1'i ng)
Because | care! 1...1 care about her

so nmuch | want her to succeed.
Ruth lets out a soft sigh and Alice takes another drink.

RUTH
Alright, I'Il talk to her. Contro
yourself tonight. Don't drink too much
okay?

Alice rolls her eyes and takes anot her dri nk.

ALI CE
| never do.



I NT. MONA'S ROOM - LATE EVEN NG

Mona's roomis pink, the walls covered in small posters of
different TV shows and books. Theres' a dresser covered in a
vari ety of plaques, nedals, and certificates. In the center
is a vase of dead red roses and a picture of Mona and Alice
from what appears to be well over a year ago, Mmna's wearing
a nedal and a pale pink leotard. Alice holds her close, a
bouquet of red roses in her hand. Mna sits on her bed,
mascara now runni ng down her face as she types on her |aptop.
The mrror fromthe vanity across fromher bed is covered

wi th photos and various sticky notes with to do tasks and
rem nders |ike "LOVE YOURSELF" and "YOU ARE ENOUGH !'!"™ Mona
cl oses her |aptop and stares at her reflection and breaks
down nore.

MONA
(to herself)
Stop crying, stop crying, stop
crying. ..

Mona frantically w pes away her tears as her phone buzzes.

CORY ( TEXT)
i'll be over in 5
w ndow?

MONA ( TEXT)
Yeah.

Mona turns ont r ansparentsoul by WLLOWand
collects herself tosses her phone behind her and quickly
grabs a makeup wi pe and starts w ping away nore tears. She
dances around a little bit and | ooks at herself again in the
mrror again, forcing a smle. A knock is heard at her w ndow
and we see Cory on the roof top. Mona pauses the nusic and
opens the w ndow.

CORY
Sup bitch?

MONA
Not hi ng much what've you been up to?

CORY
Just hanging out with Shane, we went
to a park. It was very cute.

Mona bites her tongue and | ooks down as she nods.



CORY (CONT.)
So can | cone in? O aml going to sit
out here forever?

Mona forces a | augh and noves to grab her phone off the bed.
Cory clinbs into the room and sees the nmakeup w pe on the
dresser.

CORY
Up to not hi ng?

Mona turns and quickly takes the w pe.

MONA
What | can't take off ny makeup?

CORY
You never take off your makeup this
early. Wat happened?

MONA
Not hing, | just didn't feel I|ike
weari ng makeup right now. | have no

one to inpress. But did you see al
t he homework Ms. C ark gave us for
tonight? I mean we have to read 2
chapters and-

Cory grabs Mona's shoul der and turns her around so the two
are facing each other. Their faces are close and Mna tries
not to blush as she | ooks down, unable to | ook Cory in the
eyes.

CORY
| know what you're doing.

MONA
What? It's just a lot of work. | think
she forgets we have ot her cl asses

somet i nes.
Cory rolls her eyes and lets go of Mbona.
CORY
You' re defl ecting. Sonething happened.
Wiy won't you tell me?

Mona sighs and turns away.

MONA
My nomyelled at ne again that's all.
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CORY
VWhat because of the test?

Mbna nods.
MONA

It's nothing though I knew it was
goi ng to happen.

CORY
Yeah but...she can't keep nmaking you
feel like this.

MONA

She's nmy momwhat am | going to do?
Cory sits on the bed.

MONA ( CONT. )
Like | saidit's finereally. I...1"Il
be fine.

Mona sits beside Cory.

CORY
Yeah, | don't believe you but if you
want to try to convince yourself then
go ahead. Look | just-

Mona junps and her eyes w den

MONA
Hi de.

Cory | ooks a tad confused but rolls under the bed and Alice
stunbles into the room

ALl CE
(sl urred)
Hey sweetie...l thought | heard
vVoi ces.
MONA
Nope, just ne nom Have you-
ALl CE
(still slurred)
No I'mfine...l"ve just had a | ong day
so I'mgonna call it a night. Mke

sure you |l ock up the house okay?
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MONA
Got it. Have a good ni ght nom

An aggressive anount of buzzing can be heard from underneath
Mona's bed but it suddenly stops as Mona nmakes a notion with
her hand.

ALI CE
You too and stop that noise it's
annoyi ng.

Alice stunbles out and Cory rolls out fromunder the bed,
t exti ng soneone. Mna cl oses the door and sighs.

MONA
Why does your phone buzz so fucking
| oud?!

Cory finishes typing and | ooks up.

CORY
Well sorry | didn't exactly expect to
be under your bed hiding fromyour
drunk nmom

MONA
Me either but I'"mnot surprised. This
is anightly thing at this point. You
know t hat .

CORY
| do and I"'msorry that she's |ike
that. But if your nomis going to bed
we shoul d get out of here. | think you
coul d use a change of scenery.

MONA
No! |I'm not sneaking out! Wat if |
get caught ?!

CORY
| think you'll be fine, cone on let's
go do sonething fun for once.

Cory extends her hand and Mona stares at it for a nonent.
Cory has on several rings and bracelets, each perfectly
pl aced. Mona sm | es and grabs her hand.

MONA
Fine but not for too |ong okay? Were
wer e you thinking we go?
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Mona stares at Cory's face as she thinks, taking in her soft
eyeshadow and small earrings. Cory starts to say sonething
but Mona isn't paying attention until suddenly she's | ocking
eyes with Cory. Cory has a small smle on her face and Mona
starts to bl ush.

CORY
Hi .
MONA
H ?
CORY
You' re staring.
MONA
Ch sorry sorry, | zoned out that's

all. What did you say?

CORY
| said let's just wal k around and see
what we find.

MONA

| Iike the sound of that.
EXT. SI DEWALK BY MONA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Cory and Mona have already taken their wal k and Mona turns to
Cory.

MONA
Thanks for forcing ne to get out.

CORY
Yeah, of course. Now you should go
i nside and get sone sl eep okay?

Mona nods and hugs Cory. Cory stiffens but slowy lets
hersel f hug Mona back. Mna sniles wi de as she hugs tighter.

CORY
Okay okay you can let go now

Cory laughs a little as Mona |ets go.

MONA
"1l see you tonorrow?

Cory nods and Mbna goes to her door. Before wal king in she
waves to Cory who waves back as she puts in her earbuds. She
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starts to play 1,2 by nxntoon as she wal ks and texts Shane.

CORY ( TEXT)
hey you still up?

Cory watches and soon the little ellipses bubble shows up.

SHANE ( TEXT)
Yeah, what's up?

CORY ( TEXT)
just leaving Mna...wanted to see what
you were up to rn

SHANE ( TEXT)
Not hi ng much, are you okay?

CORY ( TEXT)
yeah of c, just wal ki ng home and want ed
sone company

SHANE ( TEXT)
You should've said that | was worried
you were upset about sonething.

Cory smiles a little as she keeps wal ki ng and texting Shane
until she gets hone.

CORY ( TEXT)
okay i m hone now, imgonna go to bed,
have a gn, ily

SHANE ( TEXT)

Love you too

Cory goes into her room it strongly contrasts Mna's as
there is a wall covered entirely in paint chips that fade

t hrough vari ous shades of purple, on another wall is posters
froma variety of bands and nusicians. Cory's desk is a ness
wi th papers and makeup strewn everywhere on it. The bed is
simlar as its unnmade and theres clothes on top of it. Cory
qui ckly changes into pajamas and shifts things around on her
bed before getting in. As she's about to fall asleep she
scrolls through I nstagram and pauses on a beach photo of sone
girls and smles a little but quickly closes her phone.

I NT. MONA'S ROOM - MORNI NG

Mona springs up in her bed, breathing heavy and sweating in
her shirt.
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MONA
(softly)
Shit...not again.

Mona falls back on the bed and cl oses her eyes.

MONA
Whien am | going to stop having these
dreans?

Mona reaches over to her nightstand and grabs a pen and a
smal | pink notebook | abelled "DREAM JOURNAL" from the drawer.
She starts to wite in it until she hears a voice from
downst ai rs.

ALI CE

(yelling)
Mona! Let's go you're gonna be | ate!

Mona groans softly and quickly finishes witing and grabs a
plaid skirt and button down shirt.

MONA
(yel l'ing back)
| know | know, |'ll be down in 5!
ALI CE

Make it 3, you need breakfast!

Mona qui ckly puts on eyeliner, mascara, and a natural pink
lipstick before putting on her shoes and grabbing her bag and
keys. She runs downstairs where Alice is putting together a
pl ate of food.

MONA
Mor ni ng, sorry, had another bad dream

Ali ce pauses briefly.

ALl CE
Anot her one? That's the sixth night in
a row.

MONA

Yeah | know but it's fine.
Mona flashes a smle and Alice hands her a plate with eggs.

ALl CE
Wel | you shoul d eat.
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Mona grabs the plate and pauses.

MONA
Are we gonna tal k about | ast-

ALl CE
Just eat.

Mona nods and grabs a fork to eat. Alice and Mona nove around
each other alnost in sync as they carry about getting the

| ast of their things and eating. They quickly finish and Mona
pi cks up her bag and keys.

MONA
Alright, I"mheading out. I'll see you
| ater.

ALl CE

kay, have a good day.

Mona rushes out and gets in her car. She puts her playlist on
shuffl e and as Good Days by SZA pl ays.

Mona gets to school and parks, switching her nusic to her
ear buds and as she wal ks in VIVIAN CLARK (36) smles at her.

MONA
Morning Ms. O ark.
VI VI AN
Hel | o Mona, how re you doi ng?
Mona shrugs.
MONA
As well as | can be, how about you?
VI VI AN
| " m doing pretty good, I'll see you in

class | ater.
| NT. COMMON SPACE - EARLY AFTERNOON
Hours have gone by and Shane is sitting in a chair in the
comon space in the hallway. He's typing away at his | aptop
when a hand touches hi s back.

SHANE
Cory that'd better be you.

Cory |l aughs and sits across from him
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CORY
Wio else would it be? What're you
wor ki ng on?

SHANE
That essay | told you about for
Clark's class, | hate her fucking
cl ass.

CORY
Oh it can't be that bad, what's the
essay on?

SHANE
Freud and the QCedi pus Conplex in the
nodern day. AP Psych was a fucking
m st ake.

Shane cl oses his laptop in frustration.

CORY
| believe in you, besides you |ike
psychol ogy and you're good at it. I'm
sure you'll be fine.

Cory reaches for Shane's hand and he smles as they start to
hol d hands but his smle vani shes when he sees Mna wal k past
t hem

SHANE
Way doesn't she like ne? | didn't even
do anything to her?

CORY
| swear you ask ne that every goddamn
day and | don't have an answer.

Shane sighs and pulls away from Cory who | ooks visibly upset
NOW.

SHANE
It doesn't matter, | need to finish
this essay.

CORY
kay. ..l guess I'Il leave you to it.
"Il text you |ater.

Cory gets up and catches up to Mona who | ooks very
preoccupi ed until she feels Cory beside her and junps.
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MONA

Holy shit hi you scared ne.
CORY
(1 aughi ng)

Yeah that's kinda the whol e point.
What ' ve you been up to today?

MONA
Has a bad dream again | ast night, ny
nmom was oddly nice to ne, went to ny
classes this norning, going to a
nmeeting in a few mnutes for our GSA,
and then nore class and then we've got
field hockey practice. How about you?

Cory grabs Mona's arm and stops her from wal ki ng.

CORY
Anot her ni ght mare? Wat the hell? How
many i s that now?

Mona rolls her eyes and pulls away her arm

MONA
You sound |ike nmy nom but its six
t hank you for asking. And it's the
sanme every time | conme hone and it's
enpty and abandoned and ny nomis
gone. At this point it feels like a
si gn.

CORY
Maybe it is, but | doubt it. Look
after practice we should do work at
your house. | have an art project |
need to do and |I'm not gonna get
anyt hi ng done at ny pl ace.

MONA
Yeah for sure...| gotta run. See you
| at er.

Mona runs off and Cory heads in the opposite direction.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT - EARLY EVEN NG
Cory and Mona are now in their field hockey uniforns and are

sweaty as they load their equipnment into the back of Mna's
car.
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MONA
Have | nmentioned how nmuch | hate this
sport?

CORY

Yeah al nost every tinme we play it.

They get in the car and Mona starts driving. The two keep
tal king as Mona drives to her house. Wen they get there Mna
tenses up a bit at the sight of a car in the driveway.

CORY
| s that-

MONA
My nmon? Yeah...she's not supposed to
be here this early.

CORY
' msure everything is fine.

Mona shakes her head and parks the car beside her noms. The
two walk into the house and i nmedi ately hear yelling.

ALl CE
|"mnot listening to you, you have no
i dea what you're tal king about!

Mona turns on her heel but Cory grabs her arm

CORY
(whi spers)
No of fense but where are you going to
go?
MONA
(whi spers)
Harsh. | just know this isn't going to
end wel .
ALl CE
(in the distance, still yelling)

No no you're being ridicul ous!

Mona and Cory start to quietly nove through the house but
Cory steps on a creaky floor board and Alice turns.

MONA
(softly)
Fuck.



ALl CE
| have to go, we'll finish this later.

Al'i ce hangs up.

ALI CE (CONT.)
Did you tell your grandnother about
our entire conversation yesterday?

MONA
No? | haven't spoken to her in days,
why woul d you-

ALI CE
She just spent the |last hour telling
me that | don't know how to parent.

Mona rolls her eyes and Alice arches an eyebrow

ALI CE
Did you just roll your eyes at ne? |
know you did not -

MONA
| really can't-

ALl CE
And now you're-

19.

Cory stands by watching and starts to back away herself until

Mona hol ds up her hand and after a brief flash of purple,

Alice freezes.

MONA
| said | really can't do this today.

Mona drops her hand and | eans against the wall.

Alice stays

frozen, an angry expression on her face. Cory stares at Mona,

eyes wide, as Mna sits on the ground.

CORY
What ... how? |-did you-?

MONA
Cory I can't handl e you short
circuiting right now

CORY
But...this...how | ong?



MONA
Li ke a year or so.

CORY
A year ?!

MONA
| accidentally did this while with ny
grandnot her, she had to fix it and
explain to ne.

CORY
So all this tine you' ve been able to
do this?

MONA

| mean there's a lot nore to it than
just this but yeah, basically.

Cory sits beside Mna.

CORY
Wiy didn't you tell ne?

MONA
What do you nmean why didn't | tel
you? How was | even supposed to start
t hat conversation?

CORY
Fair enough but...why don't you do
this nore often?

MONA
Cause |'ve tried, she finds out every
time and | get in trouble but I'm not
going to get yelled at for sonething |

didn't do, | don't have the energy for
t hat today.
Cory nods and | ooks at Alice, still stopped in place.
CORY

Wait why didn't you do the sanme to ne?
MONA

Figured it was tinme you knew, and al so

| kinda forgot you were here..

Cory jabs Mona with her el bow and Mona | aughs.
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MONA ( CONT.)
(1 aughi ng)

|"msorry, it happens to the best of

us.
CORY

So when are you gonna undo this?
MONA

In a second, | just wanna appreciate

the silence for a nonent.

Mona sl oWy stands up, taking a deep breath as she puts her
hand back out.

MONA
Time back in | guess.

Alice starts yelling again but notices Mna' s oddly calm
deneanor.

ALl CE
You're too calm what did you do?
MONA
Not hi ng, just took a tinme out.
ALl CE
| can't believe you, go to your room
we'll continue this later.

Mona starts going upstairs and as Cory goes to follow Alice
puts her armout in front of her.

ALI CE (CONT.)
Not you, you can go hone now Cory.

Cory and Mona exchange | ooks and Cory turns to | eave.
| NT. MONA'S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG

Mona gets into her roomand cl oses the door, locking it with
a flick of her wist and quickly afterward poundi ng can be
heard at the door.

ALI CE
Mona let nme into that room W need to
tal k about what you just did.

MONA
Like | said |l really don't want to
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tal k and especially not to you right
now.

The poundi ng stops as Mona | ays down on her bed.

ALl CE
Wel |l unfortunately this conversation
isn'"t going to wait for you to fee
like it. We tal ked about you doing
that type of thing and especially in
front of people who aren't in this
famly.

MONA
Cory didn't see anything cal mdown |
froze her too.

ALl CE
That's fine but this is getting out of
control

MONA

|"mjust tired of being yelled at for
things | sinply didn't do and |I've had
a | ong day.

ALl CE
We've all had a | ong day you think
enj oyed being yelled at by your
gr andnot her ?

MONA
| guess you enjoyed it as nuch as |I'm
enj oyi ng this.

ALl CE
No don't turn this around on ne. Wy
did you even feel the need to involve
your grandnot her ?

MONA
| didn't tell her anything, have you
t hought you m ght've when you had t hat
full bottle of wine that night? O she
just knew cause of these stupid powers
or what ever.

Ali ce pauses, now visibly confused and then her eyes w den.

ALl CE
| did tell her, I owe her a phone



call .
Alice pronptly wal ks out and Mona is left sitting there.

MONA
You coul d al so apol ogi ze to ne, you
know I did just get yelled at over
not hi ng. . .

Mona | ays down on her bed and feels a buzz on her bed and
sees a text from Cory.

CORY ( TEXT)
so? how s it goi ng?

MONA ( TEXT)
she realized she was wong, didn't
apol ogi ze t ho.
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